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Cost Share Opportunities for Hoops

There seems to be
quite a bit of local buzz
lately regarding hoop
buildings for cattle. A
major environmental
benefit related to hoop
buildings for cattle is
elimination of manure
runoff because cattle are
fed and finished out com-
pletely under the hoop.

Cost share opportuni-
ties exist for hoop build-
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ings through the USDA’s
Environmental Quality
Incentives Program
(EQIP). The EQIP 2008
payment rates for hoop
buildings included a pay-
ment rate of $150.00 per
animal unit if the roofed
system eliminated 100%
of the open lots. In this
case an entire open feed-
lot on the farmstead is
converted to a confined
s oof system.
If the roofed
system was
only for par-
| tial open lot
reduction
the payment
rate was
$75.00 per
animal unit.

In this case a portion of a
feedlot on the farmstead
is converted to a con-
fined roof system.

All 2008 EQIP funds
have been allocated for
this year and at this time
it is unknown if or how
EQIP may change in
2009.

Applications for EQIP
funding are ranked based
off a series of national,
state, and local ques-
tions. The ranking ques-
tions target treatment of
livestock waste for exist-
ing operations. Applica-
tions where expansion of
the livestock operation is
planned is eligible, how-
ever they will rank
lower.

Low-Cost Financing for Livestock Producers

Have you heard about
those low interest loans
that are available? The
Livestock Water Quality
Facilities Program pro-
vides low-cost financing
for livestock producers
to improve the environ-
mental management of
their facilities and lowa’s
water quality.

A few of the projects
and practices eligible
through the program
include: sediment basins,
manure spreaders, skid
loaders, lagoons, agita-
tion equipment, pipes
and pumps, storage or
holding structures and
assistance for nutrient
management plan devel-

opment.

Loans are made in co-
operation with a local
lender through a linked
deposit. Some conditions
of the loan include:

« Interest rate of 3% for
the life of the loan
«Minimum loan amount
of $10,000
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(continued from front)
«Maximum loan term of
20 years
«No penalty for pre-
payment
«Loans may be used in
conjunction with other
federal and state grants
or loans
«Loan amount up to
100% of project costs
The eligibility require-
ments for the program
include: 1) total animal
unit capacity of less than
1000 animal units 2) op-
erations must be existing

production sites or re-
placement facilities 3)
loans are only made if
you own or have legal
control of the existing
operation for the dura-
tion of the loan 4) appli-
cants must have a nutri-
ent management plan or
one developed as part of
the application.

The program is part of
the lowa Water Quality
Loan Fund and is oper-
ated by the lowa Agricul-
tural Development Au-
thority in cooperation

with the lowa Depart-
ment of Natural Re-
sources and the lowa
Finance Authority.

If you think you can
benefit from this pro-
gram contact Leah or
your local NRCS / Soil &
Water Conservation
District for a brochure
or an application for the
program. You can also
visit the lowa Agricul-
tural Development Au-
thority website at:
www.iada.state.ia.us

This project is supported in part by the lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Division of Soil
Conservation, through funds of the Water Protection Fund, Watershed Protection Fund, Watershed Improve
ment Review Board, and by the lowa Department of Natural Resources through a grant from the EPA under
Section 319 of the Clean Water Act. Technical assistance provided by NRCS. Federal regulations prohibit
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or handicap. An Equal Opportunity Employer.
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